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King of England (Edward VII). The Kaiser was
accompanied by his two sons, the Kronprinz and
Eitel Fritz, the latter being extremely handsome
and much admired for his good looks. He was much
sought after, as a dance partner.
I watched the arrival of the Royal German
visitors from the gardens of the Palazzo Colonna,
whose marble terrace overlooks the Piazza del
Quirinale.
We had been invited by Princess d'Avella, sister-
in-law of Prince Colonna, in whose palace she lived
with her husband and family, as is the custom in
Italy.
These palaces are so spacious, and well divided,
that the cadets of the house can easily reside there
with their families, without interfering in any way
with the others.
The Piazza was crowded with gaily dressed people,
the famous horses of Phidias and Praxiteles had
never been so heavily mounted with human beings.
The golden-coloured sand which had been strewn
for the Royal carriages to drive over, was flanked on
each side by the smartest cavalry regiments.
We waited, and suddenly the faint cheers of the
people grew louder and louder as the procession
approached- It was a gorgeous sight to see all those
varied coloured uniforms and helmets glittering in
the sun.
A few minutes after entering the palace, the royal
guests, with our King and Queen, appeared on the
balcony. Then there came, indeed, a tumultuous
roar.
Who could foresee on that day the forthcoming
horrors of 1914 ?